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McCorkle Accepts 
Evangelism Post 

Attanta, Ga. (PN)—Dr. William H. McCorkle, pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church, St. 
Louis, Mo., has accepted a call to become secretary of the Division of Evangelism, Board of Church 
Extension, Atlanta, according to an announcement by Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., executive secretary. 

A native of Rock Hill, S. C., McCorkle served as a Naval Reserve Chaplain in the Pacific with 
Carlson’s Raiders, U. S. Marine Corps, during World War II. 

Dr. Broyles said McCorkle will assume his new duties sometime after the first of the year. McCorkle 
is married and has two children. He is a graduate of The Citadel Military College, Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va., and Princeton Theological Seminary. He succeeds Dr. Howard H. Thomp- 
son, who resigned December 1. 
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The Journal office has just re- 
ceived the following communica- 
tion from the editor of Popular 
Science Monthly. True science has 
always sustained faith in God’s 
Word. The tragic thing is that 
there is also much science, “falsely 
so called,” which has placed hu- 
man wisdom above God’s revela- 
tion and has had, and still has, a 
destructive influence on the un- 
trained and the credulous. We 
welcome this article from Popular 


Science Monthly. —L.N.B. 


Atomic Research 
Dates Oldest Bible 
Manuscript 


Bible study has now been added 
to the growing list of peacetime 
uses for atomic energy. Nuclear 
scientists, using a Geiger counter, 
have established the approximate 
age of the Dead Sea scrolls found 
in a cave in Palestine four years 
ago. They date from the time of 
Christ, as archeologists have main- 
tained, and not from the Middle 
Ages, as some language scholars 
have insisted. These ancient He- 
brew scrolls of the Book of Isaiah 
thus have been verified as the 
oldest known Biblical manuscript. 


Willard F. Libby, a radio chem- 
ist at the University of Chicago, 
devised the technique for dating 
by radioactivity. The December 
issue of Popular Science Monthly 
tells how Libby obtained frag- 
ments of the linen wrappings in 
which the scrolls were stored, 
burned them to pure carbon, then 
measured the radioactivity of the 
Carbon-14 in a special Geiger 
counter, arriving at the conclusion 
that the flax from which the linen 
was made was alive and breathing 
1,917 years ago. 
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This would date the scrolls in 
the year 34 A.D., approximate 
date of the Crucifixion, but Libby 
notes that allowance must be 
made for a margin of error of a 
century or two either way. 

“When the atom bomb first 
mushroomed its message of death 
and destruction into the sky six 
years ago,” says Popular Science, 
“there were many who speculated 
on the future uses of atomic en- 
ergy. But few if any put Bible 
study on their list. 

“Now, as Christmas of 1951 
nears, we find the seeming miracle 
has come to pass. Science is re- 
vealed as the handmaid of re- 
ligion; radioactive Carbon-14 and 
the Geiger counter are instru- 
ments for casting new light on the 
accuracy of the modern Bible. 
Cosmic rays that bombarded the 
earth when Christ was born have 
left behind a coded message for 
nuclear physicists to decipher. 

“It was strangely fitting that 
nuclear scientists, turning from 
war to peacetime research, should 
undertake the task of determining 
the age of an ancient transcript of 
the Book of Isaiah, usually con- 
sidered the greatest of the Old 
Testament prophets. 

“For it was Isaiah who, 25 cen- 
turies ago, envisioned a time when 
the weapons of war would be re- 
converted forever into the tools of 
peace: ‘They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against na- 
tion, neither shall they learn war 
any more.’ And it was Isaiah who 
asked: ‘Who hath measured the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, 
and meted out heaven with the 
span, and comprehended the dust 
of the earth in a measure, and 
weighed the mountains in scales, 
and the hills in a balance?’ ” 
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McConaghy - Not Sunday 
Sir: 

In the November 21 issue... 4 
mistake was made in ascribing the 
beautiful Tribute to the Bible to the 
late Mr. W. A. (Billy) Sunday. The 
tribute was not written by Mr. Sunday 
but by David McConaghy. Perhaps Mr. 
Sunday merely quoted it. Your JOUR- 
NAL is always most accurate in its fe- 
porting; therefore, I am sure you Wi 
want to rectify this error. 

BESS KOHOUT 
ERIE, Pa. 


Sir: 

The Historical Society of Washington 
County, Va., expects to publish a his- 
tory of Stonewall Jackson College, the 
Presbyterian school in Abingdon, Va., 
which closed in 1930. A directory of 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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| EDITORIAL 





Righteous Indignation 
Must Be Righteous 


“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a re- 
proach to any people.” 


There is a growing and burning indignation in 
America with the unfolding revelations of dis- 
honesty, corruption and favoritism on the part of 
many to whom has been entrusted the application 
and enforcement of tax and other laws. 


With many this indignation is in some measure 
based on a feeling that they have paid their taxes, 
while others have evaded this obligation. There is a 
feeling that others have succeeded in getting by 
while they themselves have been stuck. This is in- 
dignation from the standpoint of the world, but it 
is not righteous indignation. 


By this we mean an anger which is justified be- 
cause it is based on God’s righteous law. Christ 
exercised such anger when He drove the money- 
changers from the temple; when He denounced the 
Pharisees for their hypocrisy; when He saw the 
unbelief of those who should have had faith in Him 
and His works. 


A tide of revulsion against dishonest practices on 
the part of certain dishonest public officials can have 
its effect for good. Even the dismissal of unworthy 
appointees solely for the sake of political expedi- 
ency may be encouraging. But, what we need in 
America is a moral and spiritual consciousness which 
expresses itself in personal righteousness, and in 
tum, in righteous indignation when evil is dis- 
covered. Such anger is used of God to show up sin 
for what it is, siIN, and such anger is a tremendous 
force for civic and national righteousness. 


It is our belief that we will only have honesty and 
a high sense of public responsibility when we as a 
people return to lives of personal righteousness. We 
are distressed at the glaring headlines of the un- 
worthy acts of public officials. What about the head- 
lines having to do with crime, divorce, juvenile and 
adult delinquency and the multiplied evidences of 
moral poverty of American life today ? 


We do not decry the public demands for a restor- 
ation of honesty in the administering of our laws, 
we are all for it. But, that alone will not solve our 
problem, and unless that problem is met aright we 
face inevitable national disintegration. 


Our plea is for the spiritual and moral fiber 
which comes alone through the righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, imputed to us by faith. Our plea 
is that there shall be a renewed emphasis on the doc- 
trines of historic Christianity in preaching, teaching 
and living. The Church has the answer for the 
problem of our day, but too many men in positions 
of authority and leadership in the Church have, in 
recent years, seen fit to give much of their time and 
to dissipate their energies on movements and pro- 
grams and emphases which have left out the central 
cause of personal, national and world problems— 
SIN IN THE HUMAN HEART. 


Our Saviour came into this world primarily to 
meet that problem. At this Christmas Season let us 
renew our emphasis on the fact that the record says: 
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” It is Immanuel—God 
with us—Who alone is the hope of the individual 
and of society. 


We should be indignant—but God grant that it 
shall be the righteous indignation of a people whose 
righteousness is of Christ and whose standards are 
those imparted to men and women who by faith 


have Him in their hearts. —L.N.B. 





The Testimony 
Of Touch 


“Handle me and see; for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye behold me having.” “And 
they came and took hold of His feet, and wor- 
shipped Him.” “That which we beheld and our 
hands handled concerning the Word of Life.” 

The Christian faith is not primarily a matter of 
general truths to be discussed philosophically. It is 
first of all the mighty acts of God wherein He inter- 
vened for our salvation in Christ: The Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us. Christ died for our 
sins. He was raised again the third day according to 
the Scriptures. Accordingly, Christianity rests on 
the testimony of the primitive disciples, to whom He 
showed Himself alive after His passion by many in- 
fallible proofs, appearing unto them and speaking to 
them. This testimony is primarily that of eye wit- 
nesses and secondarily that of ear witnesses. Then 
there is the intellectual or content testimony: the 
Great Commission could no more have been origin- 
ated by Matthew the Publican than could the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. There is also the spiritual tes- 
timony: He breathed upon them and said: Receive 
ye the Holy Spirit. Again there is the testimony of 
fellowship: He ate and drank with them after the 
Resurrection, 
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In addition to all these, there is the testimony of 
touch, as witnessed by the extracts quoted above 
from Luke, Matthew, and First John. Some place 
over against these explicit statements the words of 
the Lord in John 20:17 as they are translated in 
our English versions: “Touch me not.” But a num- 
ber of the best current scholars, including Bauer, 
who writes on John in the Lietzmann series, Hand- 
buch zum Neren Testament, point out that what 
Jesus really said to Mary was: “Release Me.” 
“Cease clinging to Me,” for I must ascend to My 
Father and vour Father and so be not with one only 
(so also William Temple, Readings in St. John’s 
Gospel). Perhaps ten years after the Gospel of 
John, c. 108, there is this word from Ignatius in his 
letter to the Smyrnaeans: 
For I know that after His resurrection also He 
was still possessed of flesh, and I believe that 
He is so now. When for instance, He came to 
those who were with Peter, He said to them: 
“Lay hold, handle me, and see that I am not an 
incorporeal spirit (phantom).” And imme- 
diately they touched Him. and believed being 
convinced both by His flesh and spirit. For this 
cause also they despised death, and were found 
its conquerors. And after His resurrection He 
did eat and drink with them, as being pos- 
sessed of flesh, although spiritually He was 
united to the Father. 


He who was their Lord told the early disciples to 
handle Him and so ascertain that He had flesh and 
bones. Picture yourself in their situation. Every 
emotion of their hearts urged them to lay hold of 
Him. Their Lord told them so to do. First John 
says they did so, and so they left us not only the 
testimony of their eyes and ears, their minds and 
spirits, but also witness of their touch. 


Some reader, however, is reminding himself of 
our Lord’s entering the doors being closed. He 
might also remind himself that our Lord left the 
tomb over which a rock too heavy for women to 
move was fixed, and of Peter’s leaving the prison 
when the iron door opened of its own accord. The 
risen Christ is the Lord and He did leave the tomb 
and enter the room despite stone or door, the ac- 
counts thereby testifying to the miraculous nature 
of His actions—but no more dissolving Him into a 
ghost than does the account of Peter’s leaving the 
prison despite the iron door. 


Another is objecting that Paul said: “Flesh and 
blood cannot inherit eternal life.”” Well, I have be- 
fore me an “A” thesis written for Professor Otto 
Piper, of Princeton, on the meaning of flesh in the 
Bible, written with something of the exhaustive 
scholarship exhibited in Kittel’s theological dic- 
tionary. Here it is shown that flesh refers not to the 
physical, in antithesis to the soul, but to the 
human in distinction from the Divine as it does in 
Isaiah 31:3, Matthew 16:17, and Galatians 1:16. 
Moreover, “blood” in biblical thinking includes the 
life or the soul. Lev. 17:11. Accordingly, in the 
phrase quoted from First Corinthians 15, Paul is 
saying nothing about the composition of the resur- 
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rection body. He is saying that we cannot inherit 
this resurrection life as we inherit worldly posses- 
sions by our flesh and blood relationship to our par- 
ents. This is not a human attainment, but a gift of 
God’s grace. In the resurrection we shall have Spir- 
itual bodies. That means, however, not bodies com- 
posed of spirit, not ghost or phantom bodies, but 
real bodies controlled by God, the Holy Spirit, so 
that we shall live then as Christ lived when He was 
here and as He told us to live in the Sermon on the 
Mount. The body which is sown is a natural or 
physical or a psychological or a soul or animate 
body. The R.S.V. mistranslates Paul and misleads 
the reader when it uses the term physical instead of 
the Apostle’s term, psychical. As the present body is 
controlled by our sinful, Adamic psychology, so the 
future body will be controlled by the last Adam~ 
the Christ Who has been made by His resurrection 
a life-giving Spirit—and it will be in that sense a 
Spiritual body. 


That which was buried of Christ was His body, 
not His Spirit. And accordingly, that which came 
out of the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea was the 
body of the crucified Christ bearing the marks of the 
nails and of the spear. And that body was seen, ex- 
amined and handled by the first disciples. Whether 
or not Thomas put his hand into the torn side of 
the Redeemer, he could have done so—some may 
prefer to think that the doubting disciple did what 
his Lord told him to do, that is, he did put his finger 
into the print of the nails and his hand into His 
side. —Wn.C.R. 





Wherein Lies Strength? 


Note: The following editorial, taken from the 
January 24, 1951, issue of this Journal, is being re- 
printed by request. The thoughts expressed have to 
do with the life, power and witness of the Church. 
How we regard this matter will vitally affect the 
future usefulness of our denomination. —H.B.D. 


The Church has always faced dangers. This is 
axiomatic and it is also obvious. Satan, the enemy 
of souls, has always sought to destroy the agencies 
and the influences which would bring men to a sav- 
ing knowledge of Christ and he is both the open and 
secret enemy of the Church, that great band of 
saints who have been redeemed by the work of our 


Lord. 


Satan has tried persecution, ignorance, ecclesias- 
tical corruption and oppressions, fanatical hatreds, 
governmental repressions, attacks from unbelievers, 
and a thousand other devices to destroy the Church. 
He has never succeeded, nor will he, but he is ever 
trying new devices, 


It has recently been stated that today the Church 
faces three implacable foes: Syncretism (the attempt 
to amalgamate the best in all religions, as was 1m- 
plied, in part, by “Rethinking Missions”) Militant 
Catholicism, and Communism. 
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We admit the dangers of all three of these sep- 
arate and distinct groups and ideologies, to the wel- 
fare of the Church. We also believe that Satan 
would have Christians concentrate their defenses 
against these three, because in their direction the 
greatest danger does NOT lie. We at least can give 
the Devil the credit for being astute to the fullest 
degree. 


The greatest danger to the Christian Church 
today lies in compromising and diluting the content 
and the emphasis of the Christian message itself. 
Syncretism can be exposed for what it is, a modern- 
ized paganism. Militant Catholicism can be re- 
strained until it is recognized for what it is, a dis- 
torted version of Christianity. Communism can be 
defeated and labeled the diabolical enslaver of man- 
kind that it is. These three things could be accom- 
plished and the Christian Church still completely 
defeated if the content and emphasis of the Gospel 
itself is compromised. 


Christian people have become alarmed and 
aroused because of modern paganism, of militant 
Catholicism with its political intrigues and its perse- 
cutions and repressions of Protestantism in places 
where in power; because of the dire threat of 
atheistic Communism and its rapid political and 
military domination of great areas of the world. 
Because of this rightful alarm the cry is abroad to 
organize, to unite and to make a common stand 
against these foes. 


But, organizations, united efforts and a common 
stand will never win the battle as long as the basis 
of such efforts is a compromised or an impaired 
faith in the essentials of Christianity itself. 


We piously say that we must not question the 


faith of a Christian brother; that he stands or falls © 


before his Maker and we are not to judge. This is 
utter nonsense. A Christian, if he is worth his salt, 
believes something. It is this faith in certain eternal 
truths and doctrines which have made men face 
death by every conceivable devilish device in the 
past. It is this faith which has made men go forth, 
knowing not what privations lay ahead, for the priv- 
ilege of preaching that faith. 


We now live in a time when men who call them- 
selves Christians deny almost every cardinal belief 
of Christianity. The theological world today is being 
fed on a continuous diet of unbelief—scholarly, 
moral, persuasive; yes, all of these; but in large 
measure a complete departure from historic evan- 
gelical Christian truth. We recently called attention 
to a book, “Christian Beginnings,” by Dr. Morton 
Scott Enslin, of Crozer Theological Seminary, 
which is but an illustration of thousands of books 
being published by men in high positions in the theo- 
logical world. Are these men and their writings re- 
jected? The silence which prevails among those who 
should speak out for the truth is appalling. Either 

hey join in such unbelief, or they do not consider 
vital Christian truth worth contending for. 
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Therein lies the greatest danger to Christianity 
and to the Christian Church; a willingness, for the 
sake of unity, to ignore rank unbelief in the Person 
and work of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the au- 
thority of His Word; thinking thereby to increase 
the numbers who join a super church organization 
to “take a stand” against the obvious dangers facing 
the Church from without. 


Never in the history of the Christian Church has 
there been a greater need for a clear stand and a 
testimony to the great doctrines of Christianity than 
at this present time. Are we in the large denomina- 
tions leaving this stand to the despised ““Fundamen- 
talists,” or the lesser sects? If we are, we are prov- 
ing faithless to a great truth which is historically 
ours. We do not have to go one step beyond an 
honest interpretation of our own Confession of 
Faith. But, with theological liberalism there has 
come a facile ability to use old terms with an en- 
tirely new meaning. 


In times past to speak of Jesus Christ as “divine” 
meant to recognize Him as the Eternal Son of God, 
one of the Trinity. ‘Today it only too often simply 
means that He had the divine spark, such as we all 
have, although in a more completely dedicated way. 
When the Christian of a past generation said that 
Jesus died for his sins he meant that on the Cross 
our Saviour took our place, bore the penalty of our 
guilt and made us clean and righteous in God’s 
sight by His shed blood. Today we find only too 
often that His “dying for our sins’ was a supreme 
example of His love, that God was showing us how 
we should follow His example of sacrifice, etc. 


When the Westminster Assembly spoke of the 
Holy Scripture and said, “All which are given by 
inspiration of God,” they meant just that and then 
amplified and supported their position by numerous 
quotations from the Bible itself; saying further that 
both the Old and New Testaments were “imme- 
diately inspired by God,” and by His singular care 
and providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore 
authentical ; so as in all controversies of religion the 
Church is finally to appeal unto them.” And then 
later: “The infallible rule of interpretation of 
Scripture, is the Scripture itself.” But, today we 
find the scholarship and wisdom of man only too 
often elevated above the plain words of the Scrip- 
tures itself; man believed and God denied. 


Brethren, we all know we are living in critical 
times. Humanly speaking there seems little hope of 
this generation, or the next, living outside the 
shadow of war. Civilization and the American way 
of life, as we have known it, can well be on the verge 
of passing out forever. 


Wherein lies strength for the present and for the 
future? We do not believe that this rests primarily 
in numbers or in organization. They have their 
useful place if subordinated to something infinitely 
more important, the power and the presence of 








God’s Holy Spirit. Without passing judgement on 
one single individual or any particular organization 
we feel that at the present time the Church is 
placing its emphasis on something which is not fun- 
damental. We have a new generation of ministers 
across America who have, in large measure, been 
taught, and who earnestly believe, that the greatest 
thing in which the Church is now participating is 


the ecumenical movement. 


Oh that the Holy Spirit would lead us all to see 
that the greatest thing the Church can possibly do 
is to preach and to live the glorious gospel of the 
Person and work of Jesus Christ, the very Son of 
God; and that the source of authority and of faith, 
in Him and what He has done, is in the Bible, the 
Word of God! It is this Sword of the Spirit which 


Satan fears more than all else. 


“For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of 
man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower falleth away: but the word of the 


Lord endureth for ever.” 


Therein lieth strength! 





If so, and we do not condemn the practice when 
it constitutes the prayerful desire for a more righteous 
life, we would suggest that the most important step 
any family not already enjoying the blessings of fam- 
ily worship can take is the establishment of a family 
altar. 


... A time when the family together reads God’s 
Word and joins in prayer to God ...a time when 
the father prays for wife and children .. . a time 
when the mother prays for husband and her family 
. . . a time when the children receive the great 
blessing of hearing their parents read God’s Word 
to them and when audible prayer is made with them 
and for them ...a time when such practices as these 
which are now denied our children in the public 
schools and are all too often sadly missing in our 
churches are fostered within the hearts of the chil- 
dren, planted, watered unto the increase from God. 









This is not only the source of strength for the 
family and individual, but the keystone to Christian 


civilization and our country’s strength. 


—L.N.B. 





Resolved: The 
Family Altar 


With the approach of a new year, perhaps Chris- 
tians also join in devising resolutions toward a better 


An unknown author said it: 


Four things in any home must dwell, 


If it endures and prospers well: 
One is manhood true and good; 
One is noble womanhood; 

One is child life, clean and bright; 
And one an altar kept alight. 


life in a better year than that now passing. 


We might well substitute “land” for home in this 
rhyme and not carry amiss the truth of the matter. 


—A. D.R. 
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(Continued from Page 2) 


graduates with present names and ad- 
dresses is being compiled and will be 
included in publication. Any infor- 
mation for this directory would be 
greatly appreciated and should be sub- 
mitted at once to the author, Mary 
Lynch Sanders Beamer, Chilhowie, Va. 

MARY LYNCH SANDERS BEAMER 
CHILHOWIE, Va. 


Mail Service 
To Korea 
Sir: 

Regular mail service to the Republic 
of Korea was resumed November 20, 
the Post Office Department has an- 
nounced. ‘This order, the Department 
said, re-established all types of mail 
destined for the Republic of Korea, 

This will be welcome news to many 
people who have wanted to communi- 
cate directly with our missionaries in 
Korea. In addition many will want to 
send packages of relief goods which the 
missionaries can distribute among the 
many refugees now living in the area 
of our Korea mission. Extreme care 
should be taken that all articles sent 
are clean and in good repair; packages 
should be marked “for relief” and the 
value placed on the items sent should 





be as low as possible to avoid duty 
rates. The maximum weight of each 
package is 22 lbs. and the postal rate 
is 14c per pound. Further details can 
be learned at your local post office. 

For the convenience of those desir- 
ing to send such packages the following 
list of Presbyterian, U. S. missionaries 
now in Korea is given, together with 
their addresses: 

Rev. E. T. Boyer, Soonchun, South 
Korea; Rev. John Talmage, Mokpo, 


South Chulla, Korea; Dr. Herbert Cod-’ 


ington, Mrs. Bruce Cumming, RN., 
Miss Elosernice Root, Mr. Petrie Mitchell, 
Kwangfu, South Chulla, Korea; Rev. 
Joseph B. Hopper, Dr. Ovid Bush, Miss 
Gene Lindler, Miss Mariella Talmage, 
R.N., Miss Margaret Pritchard, R.N., 
Chunju, North Chulla, Korea. Dr. Jos- 
eph Hopper, Taegu, N. Kyung San Do, 
Korea. 

Be sure to send packages to the ad- 
dresses given here and not to A.P.O. 
addresses. 

PAUL B. FREELAND 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. 


Sir: 

I have been requested by the stated 
clerk of Upper Missouri Presbytery to 
send you information on the death of 
Rev. Roy C. Caraway ... 

Mr. Caraway died of a heart attack, 
November 6, at his home. He was 48 
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years old and was born in Clayton, Ala. 
He is survvived by his wife, Hazel E, 
Caraway, and a brother, Sam E. Cara- 
way of the home, another brother, the 
Rev. Loyd G. Caraway, Mason, Mich., 
three sisters and a third brother all of 
whom live in Florida. 


Although he had been a heart pa- 
tient almost four years he carried a 
full schedule. He had conducted a 
religious broadcast every Saturday 
night which was sponsored by his own 
church for eight years. He wrote a 
“Sermon for the Week” which ap- 
peared in the Weekly Kansas City Star. 
At the time of his death he was chair- 
man of the Home Missions Committee 
of Upper Missouri Presbytery. One of 
his main interests was encouraging 
young men and women to enter full 
time religious work. Five of his pro- 
teges have entered the ministry and 
four others are studying for the minis- 
try. 

His first pastorate began at Ells 
worth, Wisc., where he remained for 
nine years, coming to Kansas City io 
May, 1936 as a home missionary under 
Central Presbyterian Church. He was 
sent to the field of what was organized 
in 1937 as South Presbyterian Church. 

LOUELLA BURRAS 
Church Secretaty 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. 

















*.. Always To Pray” 


By The Rev. Preston Orr Sartelle, Th.M. 


our praying Lord opens his unusual illustration 

by the statement that “men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint.” It is not going beyond any proper 
bounds of application to place the word “church” in 
place of the word “men.” Therefore, it would give 
the idea that a church ought always to pray about 
every problem and not give up or let down in de- 
spair. Your church should be a praying church. 


I: the strong prayer parable recorded in Luke 18 


Most sports fans have read of the clown pitcher of 
the big leagues. It is said that in one game toward 
the close of his career when there were two out in 
the last inning, he called in the outfielders and had 
the infield sit down, then with spectacular confidence 
pitched the last strike-out. It was great fan play but 
never could it be called good baseball. Success in 
the American game demands perfect team work as 
well as individual skill. 


This is true in the life of a praying church. Too 
frequently it is a meager hand full that carry the 
church’s prayer burden. These are looked upon as. 
uniquely spiritual or as fools that can’t find any bet- 
ter way to spend their time. Such a church could 
not be listed as a praying church. 


The Pastor 


HE praying church begins with a praying pas- 

tor. Many illustrations of great servants of God 
have demonstrated how the pastor’s prayer 190m has 
been the dynamo of his effectual preaching. 


But the praying pastor reaches beyond this. He is 
an intercessor for the people. As each need individual 
counsel, so each need personalized intercession suited 
to the individual demand. As the Great Shepherd 
knows the sheep by name so the under shepherd 
those committed to him, and by name he bears them 
to the throne of Grace. Not a month passes but he 
has borne every member of his congregation to the 
Father in intercession. Some he has brought daily 
according to the pressure of life in sickness, trial and 
responsibility. 

Younger shepherds may out preach the older ones 

cause of skill or gift, but the older who has long 


been a daily attendant at the throne knows the ex- 
celletice of the keeping power of God in the midst 
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of his congregation. Sad! that Christian who does 
not have a praying pastor. 


The Session 


But the pastor can’t pitch the game to victory by 
himself. The responsible spiritual leaders of the 
church must be men of prayer. Every elder should 
be a praying elder. 


The efficient pastor divides his church roll into 
groups and assigns a list to each elder for which he 
is spiritually responsible. He is expected to be in 
constant intercession for those persons committed to 
his care. 


These men acquaint themselves with the life and 
problems of their part of the flock so that the inter- 
cession will be meaningful and definite. They visit 
and pray with these also. 


The session also meets for prayer each Sunday 
before the pastor goes into the pulpit. The author 
prefers to be on his knees alone and separate from 
the session at this time. 


The session becomes trained individually and to- 
gether to carry the church on the wings of prayer, 
and that church mounts up on eagles’ wings. 


The Diaconate 


How about the financial and material welfare of 
the church? Some churches are indifferently satis- 
fied with the financial standing of their congrega- 
tion, and consequently do nothing to better it. e 
deacons of such a church are stricken with spiritual 
poverty. Happy that church that sees itself poor 
enough to challenge its deacons to action. 


The first move that the Spirit-filled deacon makes 
is forward on his knees. Then the deacons pray to- 
gether. They set a worthy example of giving them- 
selves. They know God will work to the blessing 
of the entire congregation and the able support of 
service of Jesus Christ. 


Most of these deacons have een men who have 
had to brine their private busifiess and finance to 
the Lord and get His counsel and help. That's why 
they know. 


The Prayer Group 


HE United States Marine Corps is a highly 

specialized organization saturated with training 
and experience. Also, within the division units of 
the corps are skilled units more singularly special- 
ized. ‘This makes for strength and corporate per- 
fection. Even so, a praying church mounts its per- 
fection when it has specialized groups within the 
church dedicated to detinite purpose. 

Foremost among these gifted peoples are what I 
shall choose to call prayer covenant groups. These 
units are made up ot those whom God has gifted in 
intercession. We might say that these are the air 
groups that carry colossal death to the enemy. Strange- 
ly, most of these have come through pressing trial 
or weakening affliction and have had to lean heavy 
on the everlasting and almighty arms, and wash His 
teet in their tears. These faithful warriors know the 
heavenly wielding power of covenanted group prayer 
even of two or three—Matt. 18:19-20. 


Some time ago I had the pleasure of visiting such 
a group in a church in Florida. The two hours spent 
together with that Tuesday morning prayer band was 
rich and refreshing, and its arms ot faith and sup- 
plication reached far beyond the local church. 

The church with which I am most familiar started 
its prayer group ministry by five men meeting to- 
gether for two hours of prayer on Saturday evening. 
Later two women’s groups were formed, one for 
Tuesday morning and the other for Friday morning. 
It is hoped soon to have a youth prayer group. 


The Leaders And Teachers 


One of the greatest secrets of success in any church 
is an alert, diligent and capable faculty of leaders 
and teachers. Prayer is a God-given means of secur- 
ing these; “pray ye the Lord ot the harvest.” Then 
if your leader and teacher is such as described, that 
one will realize the importance of prayer in relation 
to the particular work assigned. 


Emphatically, there is no successful accomplish- 
ment in any part of the church of Jesus Christ with- 
out earnest and definite prayer. This brings Christ 
definitely in close contact with the work - - - He 
said, “Greater works than these shall you do, because 
I go to the Father, and whatsoever ye ask the Father 
in my name, that I will do.” 

The good Sunday School teacher prays for each 
member of his class by name at least once a week. 
‘Lhis goes for the presidents of the Men's work and 
the Women of the Church, also youth group presi- 
dents and advisors. Here is strength tor a leader 
mightier than Samson ever dreamed of, but more 
unused than Samson’s misuse of physical strength. 


The Family 


AN you hear across the billows of the stormy 
centuries of men and nations a voice saying, 
“out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou 
ordained praise’? How majestically serene that 
church moves like a mighty warship gently through 
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Powerful Books For Perilous Times 


Therefere Stand, by Wilbur M. Smith. Regular Price 
$3.00. Generally agreed to be Dr. Smith’s outstanding 
work and the finest Christian apologetic writing in 
many years. 

The Reformed Doctrine Of Predestinatien, by Loraine 
Boettner. Regular Priee $4.58. Not only every Presby- 
terian but every Christian should read this significant 
work by an outstanding theologian, who, however, writes 
with the skill and ease that marks the great book. Lay- 
men will discover this book to be one of the best exposi- 
tions of great Christian doetrines. 

Both Boeks Only $5.06@ When Ordered Together 
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these waves, that church that teaches its children to 
pray. It is a sweet incense to God. 


Sometime ago in family prayer, I observed that 
all had offered rather routine prayer, then as the six 
year old began, it was different. I was amazed and 
delighted. His words were meaningful, his scope 
missionary, his direction definite as he measured out 
real problems before the Lord. It was a mature 
prayer framed in the language of a six-year-old. 


Upon investigation, I found that the advisor for 
his age youth work on Sunday evening had been 
helping them individually to pray. Would you dare 
to say that God does not hear and answer prayers of 
these little ones concerning big things? 


The Individual 


“Bear ye one another's burdens” . . . . but every 
man must also bear his own burden! There is no 
substitute for the individual prayer watch with God. 
Private prayer is as basically essential to the Chris- 
tian life as the infantry is to the eventual success of 
the army. There will always be an infantry even if 
it is airborne. 

As long as the church is on earth the personal 
prayer closet and the lone walk with God in the 
garden will always be the greatest bulwark of forti- 
fication. 

Start the new and unknown day with the open 
Bible and prayer. 

Refresh yourself and strengthen your position with 
ten minutes of prayer at the noon hour. 


End the day on your knees. 


So worship God in prayer each day and expect 
great things from Him with each petition and inter- 
cession. Follow the prayer example of the life of 
Jesus Christ in His three years of earthly ministry. 
Don't miss the opportunity of being a part of @ 
praying church. “Continue in prayer... - praying 
always....” 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 30 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The People Make Their Choice 


Scripture: Joshua 23-24. Devotional Reading: 
Joshua 24:14-18. 


The power of choice is constantly recognized and emphasized in the Scriptures. Our first parents, being left 
to the freedom of their own wills, fell from the estate in which they were created by sinning against God. Eve 
chose to disobey, instead of obey, the command of God. I set before you life and death, good and evil, therefore 
choose life, said Moses to the Israelites. If any man will come after Me; Ye will not come unto Me that ye 
might have life. “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man will hear my voice and open the door, I 


will come into him and sup with him, and he with 
Me”, said our Master. 


“To every man there openeth 
A highway, and a low, 
And each man decideth 
Which way his soul shall go.” 


Israel, under the influence of Joshua, made a good 
choice. As long as he, and the elders who were 
with him, lived, they stuck to their choice, but an- 
other generation arose which departed from the choice 
which their fathers made. It is one thing to make 
a “bargain”; it is another thing to stick to it; there 
is always that “other generation.” One generation 
may be true to their covenant promises and obliga- 
tions, but when another generation comes along which 
does not know the Lord, there is often backsliding, 
and sometimes, apostasy. How important it is to 
train our children to “know the Lord”! 


The last two chapters in the book of Joshua de- 


scribe two meetings which Joshua called at the close ~ 


of his life in which he tried to impress upon the peo- 
ple their solemn duty and obligation in relation to 
the Lord and to the Law which He had given them. 


I. His Solemn Address and 
Warning: Chapter 23 


He calls an assembly of all Israel with their elders, 
leaders, judges, and officers, and begins by remind- 
ing them that he is old and stricken in age and 





will not be with them much longer. It is indeed a 
most awe-inspiring scene when a great leader like 
Moses, Joshua, or Samuel, makes a farewell ad- 
dress to the nation which they have led. Our own 
George Washington left us a farewell address filled 
with some good advice which we have failed to fol- 
low. The address of Joshua, however, was far more 
important and far-reaching, for it dealt with their 
relation to Jehovah. 


He reminds them, as Moses had done, of all that 
God had done for them, exhorts them to be cour- 
ageous and to follow implicitly the law given by 
Moses, neither departing from it to the right hand or 
to the left. In His charge to Joshua in the very 
begining of the book, the Lord had told Joshua to 
do this. (see Joshua 1:7). Joshua had obeyed and 
had been given “good success.” Now he urges his 
people to follow the same path of obedience. He 
speaks from his own experience. Blessed is the na- 
tion when a ruler can say, Follow me, as I have 
followed the Lord: Joshua makes it plain that “as 
for me and my house, we will follow the Lord,” no 
matter what others may do. 


He then gives them a most solemn warning against 
mingling with the nations around them, and partak- 
ing of their idolatry. Israel was to be a segregated 
nation. God has determined the bounds of the 
habitation of all nations, and has separated them 
from each other. He has put the white race in one 
part, the black in another, the yellow in another. Is 
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hot much of our trouble today due to the fact that 
men have insisted on “mixing up the races of the 
world”? If we had, for example, not brought the 
Negroes here as slaves, we would not have our pres- 
ent problem. The sin of those who dealt in the slave 
trade is being visited upon us. America has become 
a “melting pot,’ and our whole system of free gov- 
ernment is threatened. The leaders in crimes of every 
sort are men and women with foreign names. Many 
of these immigrants are as contaminating as the 
heathen nations around Israel. For Israel God wisely 
chose segregation. The surrounding nations were 
steeped in idolatry and immorality. What a blessed 
thing it would have been for Israel if they had obeyed 
the Lord in this respect! 


Joshua tells them that if they will trust God, and 
keep themselves strictly aloof from all the contami- 
nating influences of the nations round about them, 
then God would make them completely victorious 
over their enemies. But if they made marriages with 
these people and partook of their idolatrous wor- 
ship, then these nations would be snares and traps 
unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in 
your eyes, until ye perish from off the good land 
which the Lord your God hath given you. 


It never pays to ally ourselves with godless na- 
tions, to help the ungodly and love those who hate 
the Lord, no matter what military or political ex- 
pediency may seem to dictate. Our country made 
the terrible mistake in the first World War of hav- 
ing the Japanese for an ally, and in the second World 
War of befriending atheistic Russia. Both of these 
nations became a snare and a trap. How long will 
it take us to learn that we only weaken ourselves 
when we become partners with unholy people. Of 
course, we as a nation, are not above reproach our- 
selves; we cannot claim to be a Christian nation when 
we have a vast majority of people who do not even 
profess to be Christians. 


Is there not a prophetic note in the closing words 
of this chapter? Did Joshua already see the begin- 
ning of the apostasy which would ruin his people? 
It looks this way, for he says, “When ye have trans- 
gressed the covenant of the Lord your God, which he 
commanded you and have gone and served other 
gods, and bowed yourselves to them: then shall the 
anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and ye 
shall perish quickly from off the good land which 
he hath given you.” 


A truly Christian nation is much stronger when 
it refuses to ally itself with godless nations, or com- 
promise its principles. The weakness of a repub- 
lic, or. democracy lies right here. The majority must 
rule, but if the majority “love to have it so,” when 
there is corruption and folly in government, and 
crime and debauchery everywhere, the rest of us have 
to submit, and suffer for the sins of the majority. 
Oh that all of us might see the necessity of having a 
really Christian America! We need to pray, Oh! so 
earnestly, for a national revival: without a great 
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spiritual awakening, our country is doomed. It does 
little or no good to investigate and uncover the 
mess we are in, the condition in our land in regard 
to gambling, drunkenness, dope peddling, crime and 
bribery, unless there is a turning away from these 
sins, and a genuine repentance such as came to 
Ninevah under the preaching of Jonah. 


II. The Covenant Renewed, And 
Death of Joshua. 
Chapter 24 


Covenants are very common in the Bible. A Cove- 
nant is an agreement between two or more persons, 
and is usually ratified in some impressive manner. 
Forty-nine nations have just signed a covenant, or 
treaty with Japan amid impressive ceremonies, and 
we have signed a separate agreement with her. Na- 
tions are constantly making covenants with each 
other, and often these become mere “scraps of pa- 
per.” Before the first World War William Jennings 
Bryan succeeded in getting a large part of the world 
to sign papers which would prevent future wars, but‘ 
all this was labor lost. When the lusts and passions 
of men are loosed little or no attention is paid to such 
agreements. 


Joshua again calls the people together with their 
leaders and briefly reviews their history. He then 
proceeds to urge them to fear the Lord and serve 
Him in sincerity. 


But this covenant is not to be forced upon them. 
God does not want conscripts, but volunteers. He 
does not compel them to sign: the choice is “up 
to them.” “Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve.” Did they wish to go back to the gods their 
forefathers served, or the gods of Egypt who had been 
so severely dealt with, or the gods of the Amorites, 
or would they serve Jehovah? The people answered 
readily enough; “God forbid that we should forsake 
the Lord.” Joshua is not satisfied with their ready 
answer but tells them that they cannot serve the Lord 
and again warns them of the consequences of forsak- 
ing Him. They answer the second time; “Nay, but 
we will serve the Lord”: “Ye are witnesses,” Joshua 
solemnly responded. 


Idolatry must have already begun in their midst, 
for he said, “Now, therefore put away the strange 
gods which are among you.” Again the multitude 
respond—"“The Lord our God will we serve, and his 
voice will we obey.” He then made a covenant, and 
wrote it all down in a book, and set a stone for a 
witness. 


So Joshua died, being 110 years old. 


What are some of the Covenants we make with 
God? 


Are we keeping them? 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 30 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





A Charge To Keep 


Knowledge and responsibility are Siamese twins. 
We are called upon to walk according to the light 
we have received. To know the way of life is to 
become responsible to point others to that way. 
To know Christ is to assume at once a missionary 
obligation. To bring forth fruit is the imevitable 
work of the branch abiding in the True Vine. “He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit.” “Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you, and ordained (or appointed) you, 
that ye should bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain.” (John 15:5, 8, 16) As we look into 
this matter more fully, let’s consider three things very 
carefully and prayerfully; the choice, the charge and 
the challenge. 


The Choice 


“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you.” 
These are startling words! Sometimes we like to 
think that we are Christians simply because we de- 
cided that we would take God up on His proposition, 
and in our own good time we believed and admitted 
to this belief by joining the church. Nothing is 
further from the truth of Scripture. Christ tells us 
that He chose us. Paul reminds us that we were 
“chosen in Him before the foundation of the world,” 
and that when we were “dead in trespasses and sins” 
He quickened us, or made us alive, spiritually. 


God didn’t “draft” us; but He drew us to Himself 


with the chords of His own love and by the power of ~ 


His Holy Spirit. “No man can come to me except 
the Father draw him”! 


Why did He choose us? “Herein is my father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit” (John 5:8). Hav- 
ing been chosen of God, saved by His grace, created 
in Christ unto good works, we have only one choice 
: Christians, and that is to obey, to bring forth 
ruit! 

The Lord doesn’t say to the believer, “Now that 
you are saved there are some things I want you to 
consider; then, if you think it is all right, I'd ap- 
preciate it very much if you will do them.” NO! He 
orders the believer to take up a cross, to deny himself, 
to forsake all, to go, to teach, to witness, to bear 
fruit—"so shall ye be my disciples.” “This I COM- 

you”! 
The Charge 


The charge is really two-fold, with many related 
tesponsibilities. One, a holy walk; two, a faithful 
witness. These two are inseparable companions. “As 
ye have réceived Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 
Him.” “As He which hath called you is holy, so be 
ye holy in all manner of conversation.” 
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“The foundation of God standeth sure, having this 
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His. And, 
let everyone that nameth the name of Christ d 
from iniquity.” (Col. 2:6, I Pet. 1:15, Il Tim. 2:19) 
We are called to a holy walk, that we might be faith- 
ful witnesses. As we depart from iniquity, we de- 
part to testify of Him who called us first to come, 
then ordered us to go. 


We are called to come that He may give us rest 
from our burden of guilt and shame. We are or- 
dered to take His yoke and share with Him the 
responsibility of relieving the burdens of others. 
He bore our burdens; and we bear one another’s bur- 
dens, so fulfilling the law of Christ. As we know, we 
go. As we get, we give. As the light shines in our 
hearts, we are to shine as lights in the midst of a 
sin-darkened world. 


We do not have to wonder as to the will of God 
for our lives, for He has given us a specific charge 
to walk in holiness before Him, and to carry the 
message of salvation to every creature, and as we are 
willing to do His will, He will reveal the how, when 
and where! 


The Challenge 


In the light of the choice made, and in view of 
the charge given, let us look for a moment at the 
challenge presented. Our Saviour said, “Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white al- 
ready unto harvest.” The world is peopled by multi- 
tudes who know not Christ. Millions are dying who 
have never heard, who never once have been told that 
God loves them, that Christ died for sinners! Surely 
no one has the exclusive right to hear the gospel 
twice until all have heard it once! 


Paul said, “I am debtor”! Surely, we are no less 
so. If the love of Christ constrained the Apostle, 
will it not constrain us, if that love is within our 
hearts? 

The need is great; the time is short; we have our 
marching orders. We are saved! He has called us 
out of darkness into His marvelous light! We be- 
long to Jesus Christ! Let us remember that the same 
Saviour who said, “Come,” has said, “Go.” 


“A charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify, 
A never-dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky. 
Arm me with jealous care 
As in thy sight to live, 
And oh! thy servant, Lord, prepare 
A strict account to give!” 
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General Council Requests 
W orld Council To Amend 
Theme For Second Assembly 


ATLANTA, Ga.—The General Council of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., meeting here in No- 
vember adopted the following action to be sent as a 
petition to planning sessions for the second assembly 


of the World Council of Churches: 


Overture From The General Council Of The 
Presbyterian Church In The United States 
To The World Council Of Churches 


Fathers and Brethren: 

We rejoice that your tentative statement of 
the theme for the Second Assembly of the 
World Council sets forth the crucified Lord as 
the Hope of the World. God was in Christ re- 
conciling the world unto Himself, and we are 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son. 
Through the ages many of God’s children have 
lifted this motto: Spes mea, crux Christi. God 
forbid that we should glory save in the Cross 
of Christ. 


It is our firm conviction, however, that the 
full meaning of the Cross is only found in the 
light of the Resurrection, that only the risen, 
living Lord brings us to accept that which He 
did for us on the Cross. According to the Gos- 
pels, Jesus coupled together His death and His 
resurrection in His teachings both before and 
after His resurrection. This union is maintain- 
ed in the sermons in Acts, in the Apostle’s 
summary of the oral gospel, I Cor. 15:3-4, in 
the Epistles, and in the Apocalypse. Hebrews 
teaches that the Resurrection is the anchor of 
our hope. In Romans the answer to those who 
would condemn is this: 


It is Christ that died 

Yea rather that was raised from the dead 
Who is at the right hand of God, 

Who also maketh intercession for us. 


He was not only delivered up for our offenses, 
He was also raised for our justification. 


The Church carries both of these emphases 
in the Apostles’ Creed. At the Amsterdam As- 
sembly the risen Lord loomed large in the find- 
ings, in the sermons, and in the favorite hymn: 
“Thine is the glory, risen conquering Son.” In- 
deed, the recognition of the continuing work 
of the living Christ is necessary to do justice to 
the faith of the World Council that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is God as well as Saviour. Our 
hope and the hope of the world is that which 
our Lord Jesus Christ did for us both in His 
death and in His resurrection, and that which 
He is now doing for us at the right hand of 
God, and that which He will do when He comes 
in the glory of the Father. 


Accordingly, we petition the World Council 
to add to its statement of the theme for the 
Second Assembly some phrase which will bring 
out the fact that Christ who died, did rise and 
is living, acting now. We suggest as a possible 
phrasing of the theme, the following: 


The Crucified And Risen Lord 
The Hope Of The World 








We request that this petition go before the 
American and the European sections of the 
Executive Committee and the Planning Com- 
mittee or Commission of the World Council, 
and that the representative of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., at the December meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Conference of 
U.S.A. Member Churches be heard on the sub- 
ject. 





Patton Elected To Fill 
National Council Post 


Buck HILL FALLs, Pa. (PN)—Dr. J. G. Patton, 
Jr., executive secretary of the General Council, Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., has been elected chairman of 
the National Council's joint department of steward- 
ship and benevolence succeeding Dr. Clarence C. 
Stoughton, president of Wittenberg College, Spring- 
field, Ohio. Dr. Patton will serve as chairman for 
one year. 


The election of Patton to the chairmanship of a 
department determining stewardship policies for 29 
Protestant denominations follows a long career of 
similar work in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. Pat- 
ton’s present full-time job deals with the determina- 
tion of stewardship and other broad policies of the 
church's General Council with headquarters in De- 
catur, Georgia. 


In 1943 he was called from the pastorate in 
Waynesboro, Va., to serve as secretary of the As- 
sembly’s Stewardship Committee. Upon organiza- 
tion of the General Council in 1949 he became the 
first executive secretary of the Council. 


Patton is a graduate of Davidson College, David- 
son, N. C. and Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va. 





Orene Mcllwain Dies 
In Richmond; Was 
Education Board Member 


RICHMOND, Va. (PN)—Miss Orene Mcllwain, a 
member of the staff of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation for 20 years, died November 27 at her home. 


Stricken in a staff meeting earlier in the day, Miss 
Mcllwain was taken to her home where she died. At 
her death, she was associate director of leadership 
education and the author of the book Worship God, 
the second edition of which she completed revising 
the day before her sudden death. 


She was born in Abbeville, S. C., a graduate of 
Winthrop College, the General Assembly's Training 
School and a teacher for five years in Hangchow 
Girls’ School in China. Two sisters survive her, 
Mrs. Olive Muller and Mrs. Donald Richardson. 
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Birthday Gift 
Surpasses $160,000 


ATLANTA, Ga.—Rejoicing is in order for all who 
shared in the 1951 Birthday Gift to our Congo Mis- 
sion. According to Miss Janie W. McGaughey, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, Board of Women’s Work, the 
amount has now surpassed all other Birthday Gifts— 
over $160,000! 


Florida Presbyterians 
Building University 
House For Students 


Presbyterians in Florida are planning a $108,000 
Presbyterian student center at the University of Flor- 
ida to house the Westminster Fellowship on the uni- 
versity campus. 


Florida Presbyterians have raised $88,000 of the 
amount at latest report. According to reports, a 
$25,000 bank loan will be floated to close the goal. 


An average of 1,200 Presbyterian students attend 
the university each year. 





The Snyod of Florida, in charge of the project, has 
requested friends of the fellowship on the campus 
to pledge funds, undergird the work with prayer and, 
in cases of women of the Church, to urge use of mis- 
cellaneous funds in their treasury for the project. 





Glover Gives $25,000 
To Union Seminary 
Hocker Scholarship Fund 


Mr. Joseph Glover of Roanoke, Va., recently gave 
$25,000 to double the Mattie Glover Hocker Me- 
morial Scholarship Fund at Union Theological Sem- 
inary, President B. R. Lacy, Jr., announced this week. 


Since its establishment in February, 1944, under 
the provisions of the will of Mr. Glover’s sister, Mrs. 
Mattie Glover Hocker, the scholarship fund has pro- 
vided generous financial assistance to 15 students. 
Currently, Joseph W. Flora, Moyock, N. C.; Collier 
S. Harvey, Jr., of Lynchburg, Va.; J. Whitner Ken- 
nedy, Spartanburg, S. C.; and Neal C. Leach, De- 
Funiak Springs, Fla., are Hocker Scholars at Union. 





World Mission Receipts 

April 1, 1950 to December 1, 1950.......... $591,702.03 

April 1, 1951 to December 1, 1951.......... 672,448.70 
RRR ee err oe es ee 80,746.67 


Program of Progress net receipts: 
April 1, 1950 to December 1, 1950.......... $122,590.53 
April 1, 1951 to December 1, 1951.......... 132,995.12 


10,404.59 
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Ministers Urged To 
Unite In Prayer For 
Greater Power In Work 


Ministers of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
have recently been circularized by the Board of 
Church Extension suggesting a covenant of prayer 
for the blessing of the Holy Spirit on them in the 
Lord’s work. 


A pledge or covenant card was enclosed. The letter 
and covenant card are as follows: 
Dear Fellow Minister: 


Following addresses delivered at Montreat this sum- 
mer by Dr. Harold R. Martin, during the Church 
Extension Conference, on the subject of Undergirding 
Our Work With Prayer and The Minister's Prayer Léfe, 
a number of our ministers expressed themselves as 
earnestly longing for a more satisfying personal rela- 
tionship with the Lord. They also declared them- 
selves as craving more of the power of God’s Holy 
Spirit in their work. There is evidence that this feel- 
ing is widespread in our Assembly. It is our convic- 
tion, therefore, that many of our ministers would 
welcome a suggestion for advancing together in claim- 
ing richer spiritual blessings through prayer. 


Out of these convictions comes the proposal that 
each of us resolve to set apart an average of at least 
a half hour each day for his personal devotions, with 
not less than half of the time definitely spent in prayer. 

It is proposed that we unite in a prayer covenant. 
Surely we are all united in our longing for power to 
come in our individual ministries and throughout our 
Church—power which can come only through the 
Holy Spirit. During the centuries such power has 
come as God’s people have rededicated themselves and 
united in earnest prayer. 


We therefore invite you to join us in this covenant 
of prayer. The duplicate cards encl attempt to 
express this covenant agreement. We suggest that you 
sign both cards, placing one in your Bible and return- 
ing the other to us. The return card will enable all 
of us to know something of the widespread prayer 
fellowship. 

Yours in Him, 


Marshall C. Dendy, F. C. Brown, Wm. H. McCorkle, 
A. W. Dick, Nat K. Reiney, Lloyd Courtney, James 
Appleby, Howard Thompson. 


Covenant Card 


That I might have a more significant relationship 
with the Lord, and more of the power of the Holy 
Spirit in the calling to which I have been ordained, 
particularly in witnessing for Christ, I hereby cove- 
nant with my fellow ministers of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., to set apart at least an average of half 
an hour each day for my personal devotions, with not 
less than half of this time spent in prayer. 








General Council V oices 


Presbyterian Opposition 
To Vatican Appointment 


ATLANTA, Ga. (PN)—At its semi-annual meet- 
ing here November 27-28 the General Council of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., registered un- 
alterable opposition to the establishment of any form 
of policical relationship with the Vatican, either by 
the President or by Congress. Dr. John N. Thomas, 
a professor at Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va., was author of the resolution. 


In a 300-word statement (see below) to be sent 
to President Truman and the senators of 16 sou- 
thern states, the Council said diplomatic relation- 
ships with the Vatican constitute a clear breach of 
the American constitutional principle of separation 
of church and state and that such relationships will 
grant a preferential status to one church above other 
churches. 


The statement urges laymen in groups and as in- 
dividuals to correspond with the President and with 
their respective senators before January 1, 1952, “‘in 
an effort to prevent continuance of a Presidential 
Representative at Rome.” It also calls attention to 
an action of the Church’s 1950 General Assembly 
which protested the President’s sending a personal 
representative to the Vatican. 


Dr. James A. Jones, pastor of Myers Park Pres- 
byterian Church, Charlotte, N. C., was elected 
chairman of the Council, succeeding Dr. James Ross 
McCain, the church’s moderator. By-laws of the 
Council prevent one person from serving as mod- 
erator and council chairman at the same time. Dr. 
John N. Thomas, author of the Vatican resolution, 
became vice chairman of the Council, succeeding 
Jones. 


New members of the Council introduced were: 
Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, pastor of Decatur Presby- 
terian Church, and the Rev. Mark C. Weersing, 
oj of Central Presbyterian Church, Jackson, 

iss. 


The General Council also authorized the Budget 
and Stewardship Committee to employ a full-time 


research director for a period of at least three years. 
The Research Committee would use facilities of the 
office of the General Council in Decatur, Ga., in so 
far as possible. It was recommended ‘that a layman 
be selected as director. According to Dr. J. G. Pat- 
ton, Jr., General Council funds have not permitted 
employment of a research director, although the 
General Assembly authorized such employment 
three years ago. 


Text of the resolution regarding the Vatican ap- 
pointment follows: 


Whereas, the establishment of diplomatic 
relationships with the Vatican, or the sending 
of a Presidential Representative to the Vat- 
ican, is a clear breach of the American consti- 
tutional principle of the separation of Church 
and State, and 


Whereas, such an action would grant a pre- 
ferential status to one church above other 
churches, and 


Whereas, the General Assembly of 1950 pro- 
tested the President’s sending of a personal 
representative, 


The General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, in session at At- 
lanta, Ga., November 27-28, 1951, registers its 
unalterable opposition to the establishment of 
any form of political relationship with the Vat- 
ican, either by the President or by the Con- 
gress, and expresses its earnest hope that no 
such relationship will be undertaken. 


The Council also voted that: (1) A copy of the 
resolution above be sent to the President of the 
United States by the Chairman of the General 
Council; (2) A copy of the resolution above be sent 
by the Chairman of the General Council to the Sen- 
ators of every State in which there are congregations 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States; 
(3) The resolution be given all possible publicity in 
both the church and the secular press; (4) The Gen- 
eral Council through this publicity, and in any other 
feasible ways, urge all church groups on the local, 
presbyterial, and synodical levels, and in particular 
its laymen as individuals, to communicate before 
January 1, 1952, with the President and with their 
respective Senators in an effort to prevent the con- 
tinuance of a Presidential Representative at Rome 
and the establishment of a diplomatic relationship. 
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World’s teading Commentary on the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons complete with maps, 
colored prints, bibliography and index. 


by WILBUR M. SMITH 
. WILDE CO., Boston 16, Mass. 
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MINISTERIAL MISCELLANY 


(INCLUDING MISSIONARIES) 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Shepard and family sailed 
from New Orleans Nov. 21 for the Belgian Congo. 
They are returning from their regular furlough in 
the states. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Boyd, who have recently 
been appointed as new missionaries of our Church, 
sailed Nov. 21 for Brussels, Belgium before proceed- 
ing to the Belgian Congo. Mr. and Mrs. Boyd are 
to be assigned to the La Librarie Evangelique Au 
Congo O (LECO). This group has to do with the 
production and distribution of religious and educa- 
tional literature. 


Mr. Boyd is a native of Osceola, Ark. and is a 1950 
graduate of Austin College, Sherman, Tex. He 
served two years in the Navy before being employed 
by the American National Insurance Company. He 
is a member of the Grand Avenue Presbyterian 
Church where he is a deacon. 


Mrs. Boyd, the former Jonelle Sutton, is from Lu- 
ling, Tex., and is also a graduate of Austin College. 
She has served as church secretary of the Grand 
Avenue Presbyterian Church and as secretary for the 
Texas Telephone Company in Sherman. The Boyds 
have a young son, Robert Calvin. 


Little Betty Lou Murray, nine-year-old daughter of 
the Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Murray of our Congo Mis- 
sion, died of polio on Oct. 30 in the Belgian Congo. 
The Murrays had returned to the Congo the early 
part of the summer from their regular furlough. Be- 
sides her parents, Betty Lou is survived by a younger 
sister and brother, Marcia and Glenn, and her grand- 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Murray of San Antonio, 
Tex., and Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Nichols of Austin, Tex. 


Rev. and Mrs. William C. Washburn of Mutoto 
Station announce the birth of a daughter, Rebecca 


Ann, on Oct. 9. 


Second Lieutenant John Franklin Watt, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Franklin Watt of our Congo Mission, 
was killed in action in Korea on Sept. 21. He was 
a graduate of Davidson College in the class of 1950. 
Since October of 1950 he had been on active duty, 
first in Fort Knox and then at Fort Benning, Ga. 
According to word received he was apparently only 
in battle for about two days. His parents left the 
Congo Oct. 20 to come to the States for their regular 
furlough year. They will be at Mission Court, Rich- 
mond, Va. 


Besides his parents Lieutenant Watt is survived by 
tWO sisters, Miss Margot Watt of Benson, N. C. and 
Miss Mary Watt who is studying at the Medical Col- 
lege of Virginia Nursing School in Richmond, and a 
brother, William McKay Watt, who is a sophomore 
at Davidson. 
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WHAT WOULD YOU DO 
IF 
The college you serve needed $500,000, 
You were offered $100,000 as a challenge gift, 
You must secure $100,000 to meet that challenge, 
You could not get a well-organized campaign started 
until the fall of 19527 


We are doing this: Telling as many friends of Christian 
Education as we can and hoping and trusting many of 
them will not wait until they are called upon but will 
mail in checks in the tax year 1951. 


Edwin Pate ... Chairman of the Board 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Maxton ... North Carolina 


Preparatory Department Junior College 
Educational Excellence Christian Emphasis 


Second Semester Begins January 26, 1952 
A Good Place For Your Son 
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Charlotte A.R.P. Churches Gain 
Release From Denomination 


CHARLOTTE, N. C.—A special session of First 
Presbytery of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church has released Sardis and First Charlotte 
A.R.P. Churches to seek admission into the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


The two congregations are among the largest and 
strongest in the A.R.P. denomination. 


Sardis Church will seek admission into Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery on March 31, but First Church, 
Charlotte, must wait until satisfactory settlement of 
the property question involved in the action is made 
by the General Synod next year. 


A request by Tabernacle Church that the General 
Synod be called into special session early next year to 
consider the release motion by Sardis and First 
Charlotte was voted down. 


The 34-church Presbytery came within six votes 
of voting itself into the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. The Presbytery recommended to the Gen- 
eral Synod that equitable settlement of property 


rights be made with both Sardis and First Church 
congregations. 


Opposing elements in the denomination have dis- 
agreed over whether ownership of local church prop- 
erty rests with the local congregation or the denomi- 
nation. 


Dr. William M. Boyce is pastor of Sardis 
Church, founded in 1790. Dr. Louis Patrick is 
pastor of First Church. 

While votes for union in the two congregations 
were carried by more than 80 percent of the con- 
gregation, Presbytery offered further consideration 
of problems of minority groups in both Churches. 
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achieve this award ? 


‘ ... for outstanding achievement in Our Tithing Adventure, 1951- 
52 for helping to introduce people to Christ,” reads the handsome 11- 
inch by 14-inch Certificate of Merit. 


Our Tithing Adventure is divided into two periods. Fall-1951 and 
Spring-1952. Any local Church which enters the Tithing Adventure 
will receive the certificate. No definite percentage of church member- 
ship is required. 


The Certificate is of course an award for meritorious ser- 
e... the real reward for Tithing is a fuller partnership with Christ, 
applying your money as well as your time and talents. 


Tithing now will help us to meet our commitments to The Program 
of Progress. Executive secretaries and our Moderator prayerfully join 
this appeal. 


Spring Tithing Adventure Begins Jan. 1, 1952 


(Remember Your Joy Gift for retred ministers) 
Leste ttetaneeaeeeeenennarneenensnenenaneecsssasramaaramreasersrmccsmmmmmualll 
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